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I  was  led  to  reflection    on 
tins  subject,  not  only  by  my 
acquaintance   with  the  pres- 
ent state  of  the    world,    and 
the    movements  and  powers 
which  seem    new    to    many, 
but  because  this  text.,   writ- 
ten by  Isaiah  so   many  cen- 
turies since,   and  copied   by 
Nephi  ages   before  the  birth 
<>f  Jesus    Christ,    seemed  as 
appropriate,  and  as  directly 
adapted  to  the  present  state 
of  tilings,  as  if  written    but 
yesterday,  or  a   year  since. 
"Should  not  a  people  seek 
unto  their  God,  for  the  living 
to  hear  from  the  dead?11  is  a 
question     by    the    Prophet, 
and    at    a  time  when  they 
shall  invite  you  to  seek  unto 
those   famiUar  with   spirits, 
and   to   wizards,    &c,  or   in 
other  words  to   magnetizers, 
rappers,  clairvoyants,  writing 
mediums,   &c.     When  they 
shall  say   these   things  unto 
you,  then  is  the  time  to  con- 
sider the  question  of  that  an 
oient  Prophet — "Should  not 
a  people  seek  unto  their  God, 
for  the  living   to  hear  from 
the  dead?11 

We  hear  much,  of  late, 
about  visions,  trances,  clair- 
voyance, mediums  of  com- 
munication with    Uie   spirit 


world,  writing  mediums,] Are, 
by  which  the  world  of  spir- 
its is  said  to  have  found 
means  to  communicate  with 
spirits  in?  the  flesh.  They 
are  not  working  in  a  corner. 
The  world  is  agitated  on 
these  subjects.  Keligiou* 
ministers  are  said  to  preach, 
editors  to  writ**  and  print, 
j ud ges  to  judge/ & c# ,*fr< >u i 
this  kind  of  inspiration.  It 
is  brought* into  leuuisition 
to  develop  the  sciences,  to 
detectjcrinie,  and  in  short  to 
mingle  in  all  the  interests  of 
life.'* 

In  the  first  place,  what  are 
we  talking  about,  when  Wf 
touch  the  question  of  the  br- 
ing hearing  from  the  dead  ? 
It  is  a  saying,  that  "dead 
men  telbno  tales.1'  If  this 
is  not  in  the  Bible,  it  i* 
somewhere  else,  and  if  it  he 
true,  it  is  just  as  good  as  it 
it  were  in  the  Bible. 

The  Sadducees  in  the 
time  of  Jesus,  believed  there 
were  no  such  things  as  an- 
p-els  or  spirits,  or  existence 
in  another  sphere ;  that  wheu 
an  individual  was  dead,  it 
was  the  final  end  of  the 
workings  of  his  intellectual 
being,  that  the  elements 
were  dissolved,  and  mingled 
with  the  irreat  fountain  from 


which  they  emanated,  which 
wa*  the  tiul  of  individuality, 
er  conscious  existence. 

Jesus,  in  reply  to  them, 
took  up  the  argument  from 
the  scriptures,  or  history  of 
the  ancient  fathers,  venera- 
ted by  reason  of  antiquity, 
in  hopes,  by  this  means,  to 
influence  the  sadducees,  or 
at  least  the  Pharisees  and 
others,  by  means  so  power- 
ful, and  so  well  adapted  to 
t  he  end  in  view. 

Said  He,  God  has  declar- 
ed himself  the  God  of  Abra- 
ham, Isaac,  and  Jacob.  Now 
God  is  not  the  God  of  the 
dead,  but  of  the  living.  As 
much  as  to  say  that  Abra- 
ham, Isaac,  and  Jacob  were 
wot  dead,  but  living*  that 
they  had  never  been  dead  at 
all,  but  had  always  been 
living;  that  they  never  did 
die,  in  the  sense  of  the  word 
that  these  Sadducees  sup- 
posed, but   were   absolutely 

r 
.\live. 

Now,  if  intelligent  beings, 
who  once  inhabited  flesh, 
such  as  our  fathers,  mothers, 
wiVes,  children,  &c,  have 
really  died,  and  are  now 
dead  in  the  sense  of  the 
word,  as  understood  by  the 
ancient  Sadducees,  or  mod- 
ern Atheist,  then  it  is  in 
vain  to  talk  of  converse  with 

tlie  dead.  A  1  controversy  in  that  cas 
is  at  an  enu,  on  the  subject  (  f  com  3 
poudence  with  the  dead,  because  an  in. 
lelligence  must  exist  before  it  can  com- 
municate. If  these  individuals  are 
dead,  in  the  tense  thai  the  human  body 
uies,  we  have  never  known  of  a  *ir.gle 
iustar.ee  of  any  intelligence  communi- 
cated there!  roin. 

Jesus,  in  his  argument  with  the  Sari- 
ducees,  handled  the  subject  according 
1o  the  strictest  prii  triples  ot  ancient  nuil 
modern  theology,  and    true  philosophy. 


He  conveyed    the  idea  in  th*  rlpnrest 
terms,  that  an   individual  intelligence, 

or  identity  could  never  die! 

The  outward  tabernacle,  inhabited  by 
a  spirit,  returns  to  the  element  from 
which  it  emanated.  But  the  thinking 
being,  the  individual,  the  activeagentor 
identity  that  inhabited  that  tabernacle, 
never  ceased  to  exist,  to  think,  act,  live, 
move,  or  have  a  being:  never  ceased  lo 
exercise  those  sympathies,  affection*, 
hopes,  and  aspirations  which  are  found' 
ed  in  the  very  nature  of  intelligence*, 
being  the  inherent  and  invaluable  prin- 
ciples of  their  eternal  existence. 

No,  they  never  cease.  They  live, 
move,  think,  act,  converse,  feci,  love 
hate,  believe,  doubt,  hope,  and  desire. 

But  wh»t  are  they,  if  tliev  are  not 
flesh  and  bones?  What  are  they  if  they 
are  not  tangible  to  onr  gross  organs  of 
sense?  Of  what  are  thev  composed,  that 
we  can  neither  see,  hear,  nor  handle 
them,  except  we  are  quickened,  or  our 
organs  touched  by  the  principles  of 
vision,  clairvoyance,  r,r  spiritual  sisrhf  ? 
What  are  they  ?  Why,  thev  a  e  organ- 
ized intelligences.  What  are  thev  made 
of?  They  are  made  of  the  element 
which  we  call  Spirit,  which  is  as  niueh 
an  element  of  material  existence  as 
earth,  air,  tlectricity,  or  any  other  tan- 
gible  substance  recognized  byman  but  so 
subtle,  so  re  lined  is  its  nature,  that  it  is 
not  tangible  to  our  gross  organs.  It  is 
invisible  to  us  unless  we  are  quickened 
by  a  portion  of  the  same  element;  end 
like  electricity,  and  several  other  sub- 
stances, it  is  only  known  or  made  niani. 
test  to  our  senses  by  its  effects.  For  in- 
stance, electricity  is  not  always  visible 
to  us,  but  its  existence:  is  made  rranifcsl 
by  its  operations  upon  the  wire,  or  upon 
the  nerves.  We  cannot  sec  the  air,  •  ut 
we  feel  its  effects,  and  without  it  we 
cannot  breathe. 

If  a  wire  were  extended  in  connection 
with  the  equatorial  line  of  our  globe  in 
one  entire  circle  of  25,000  miles  in  ex- 
tent, the  electric  fluid  would  convey  a 
token  Irom  one  intelligence  to  another, 
the  length  of  the  entire  circle,  in  a  very 
small  portion  of  a  second,  or,  we  will 
say,  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye.  This, 
then,  proves  that  the  spiritual  tluid,  or 
element  called  electricity  is  an  actual, 
physical,  and  tangible  power,  and  is  as 
much  a  real  and  tangible  substance,  as 
the  ponderous  rocks  which  were  laid  on 
yesterday  in  the  foundation  of  our  con- 
templated Temple. 

It  is  truo  that  this  subtle  fluid  or  spir- 
itual element,  is  endowed  with  the 
powers  of  locomotion  in  a  far  greater 
degree  than  the  more  gross  and  solid 
elements  of  nature;  that  its  refined  par. 
tides  penetrate  amid  the  other  elements 
with  greater  ease,  and  meet  with  less  re- 
sistance from  (he  air  or  other  substances, 
than  would  the  more  gross  elements, 
Hence  its  s^eed,  or  superior  powers  ot 
motion. 
Now  let   us  apply  this  philosophy  to 


all  th«  degrees  nfspintual  element,  from 
eleerricily,  wh'ch  may  be  assumed  to  be 
one  of  tlie  lowest  or  more  gross  ele- 
ments of  spiritu.il  matter,  up  through 
all  the  gradations  of  spiritual  fluids,  till 
we  arrive  at  a  substance  so  holy,  so  pure, 
so  endowed  with  intellectual  attributes, 
and  sympathetic  affections,  that  it  may 
be  said  to  be  on  a  par,  or  level,  in  its 
attributes,  with  man. 

Let  a  given  quantity  of  this  element, 
thus  endowed,  or  capacitated,  be  organ, 
ized  in  the  sir.e  and  form  of  man,  let 
every  organ  be  developed,  formed,  and 
endowed,  precisely  after  the  pattern  or 
model  of  man's  outward  or  fleshly  taber- 
nacle— what  would  we  call  this  indivi 
dual,  organized  portion  of  the  spiritual 
element? 

We  would  call  it  a  spiritual  body,  an 
individual  intelligence,  an  agent  endow 
ed  with  life,  with  a  degree  ot  indepen 
derce,  or  inherent  will,  with  'he  powers 
of  motion,  of  thought,  and  with  the  attri 
butes  of  moral,  intellectual  and  sympa- 
thetic affections  and  emotions. 

We  would  conceive  of  it  as  possessing 
eyes  to  see,  ears  to  hear,  hands  to  handle. 
As  in  possession  of  the  organs  ol  taste, 
ot  smelling  and  of  speech. 

Such  beings  are  we,  when  we  have 
laid  off  this  outward  tabernacle  of  flesh. 
We  are  in  every  way  interested,  in  our 
relationships,  kindred  ties,  sympathies, 
affections,  and  hopes,  as  if  we  had  con 
tinued  to  live,  but  had  stepped  aside, 
and  were  experiencing  the  loneliness  of 
absence  for  a  season.  Our  posterity, 
our  ancestor*,  to  the  remotest  ages  of  an- 
tiquity, or  of  future  time,  are  all  brought 
within  the  circlj?  of  our  sphere  of  joys, 
sorrows,  interests,  or  expectations.  Each 
forms  a  link  in  the  great  chain  of  life, 
and  in  the  science  of  mutual  salvation,' 
improvement,  and  exaltation  through 
the  blood  of  the  Lamb. 

Our  prospects,  hopes,  faith,  charity, 
enlightenment,  improvement,  in  short, 
all  our  interests,  are  blended,  and  more 
or  less  influenced  by  the  acts  of  each. 

Is  this  the  kind  of  bcin»;  that  departs 
from  our  sight  when  ilsearthlv  taber- 
nacle is  laid  off,  and  the  veil  of  eternity 
is  lowered  between  us?  Yes,  verily. 
Where  then  does  it  go? 

"To  heaven, *'  says  one.  "To  the 
eternal  world  of  glory,"  says  another. 
"To  the  celestial  kingdom,  to  inheiit 
thrones  anil  crowns,  in  all  the  fulness  of 
the  presence  of  lhe  Father,  and  of  Jesus 
Christ,"  says  a  third. 

Mow,  my  dear  hearers,  these,  things 
are  not  so.  Nothing  of  the  kind. 
Throne  ,  kingdoms,  crowns,  principali 
ties,  and  powers,  in  the  celestial  and 
denial  worlds,  and  the  fullness  of  the 
presence  of  the  Father,  and  of  His  Son 
•Jesus  Christ,  are  reserved  for  resurrec- 
ted "bqings,  who  dwell  in  immortal 
flesh;  Tin;  world  of  resurrected  beings 
and  the  world  of  spirit*,  are  two  distinct 
spheres,  as  much  so  as  our  own  sphere 
is  diatiuot  frpoi  Lhal  of  the  Spirit  .vorld. 


Where  then  does  the  spirit  go,  on  its 
departure  from  ita  earthly  tabernacle? 
It  passes  to  the  next  sphere  of  human 
existence  called  the  world  of  spirits,  a 
veil  beingilrawn  between  us  in  the  flesh 
and  that  world  of  spirits.  Well,  says 
one,  is  there  no  more  than  one|place  in 
the  Spirit  world?  Yes,  there  are  many 
places  and  degrees  in  that  world,  as  in 
this.  Jesus  Christ,  when  absent  from 
Ins  flesh,  did  not  ascend  to  the  Father, 
to  be  crowned  and  ehthroned  'nJpoWet 
Why!  Because  He  had  not  yet  «  resur- 
rected body,  and  had  therefore,  a  mission 
to  perform  in  another  sphere.  Wh  ic 
then  di  1  he  go.  To  the  World  of  spirits, 
to  wieked,  sinful  spirits,  who  died  in 
their  sins,  being  swept  oti  by  the  flood 
of  Noah.  The  Thief  on  the  cross,  |who 
died  at  the  same  time,  also  went  to  the 
same  world,  and  to  the  same  particular 
place  in  the  same  world,  for  he  was  a 
sinner,  and  would  of  course  go  to  the 
prison  of  the  condemned,  there  to  await 
the  ministry  of  that  Gospel  which  had 
failed  to  reach  his  ease  while  on  the 
earth.  How  many  other  places  J esus 
might  have  visited  while  in  the  Spirit 
world,  is  not  lor  me  to  say,  bultnere  was 
a  moment  in  which  the  poor,  unculti 
vated  ignorant  thief,  was  withjhiai  in 
that  wor  d.  And  as  he  commenced, 
though  late,  t">  repent  while  on  the 
earth,  we  have  reason  to  hope  that  tint 
moment  was  improved  by  out  Savioui, 
in  ministering  to  him  that  go.spel  which 
he  had  no  opportunity  to  teach  to  him 
while  expiring  upon  the  cross.  "This 
day  shalt  thou  be  with  me  in  Paradise," 
said  Jesus,  or,  in  other  words,  this  day 
shalt  thou  be  with  me  in  the  next  sphere 
of  existence — the  world  of  spirits. 

Now  mark  the  difference.  Jesus 
was  there  as  a  preacher  of  righteous- 
ness, as  ouc  holding  the  keys  of  Apos- 
tleship,  or  priesthood,  a.ointed  to 
preach  glad  tidings  to  the  meek,  to 
bind  up  the  broken-hearted,  to  preach 
liberty  to  the  captive,  and  the  open- 
ing of'  the  p.ison  to  them  that  were 
bound.  What  did  the  thief  go  there 
for?  I-Ie  went  there  in  a  state  of  igno- 
rance, an  1  sin,  being  uncultiv  ted,  un- 
improved, and  unprepared  for  salva- 
tion. He  went  there  to  be  taught,  and 
to  complete  that  repentance,  which  in 
a  dying  moment  he  commenced  on  the 
earch.  lie  had  beheld  Jesus  expire 
on  the  cross,  and  he  had  implored  him 
to  remember  him  when  he  should  come 
into  possession  of  his  kingJjin.  The 
Saviour,  under  th  se  extreme  cireini- 
stances,  did  not  then  teach  hiin  th  i 
Gospel,  but  referred  him  to  the  next 
opportunity;  when  they  shoul  I  meet  in 
the  Spirit,  world.  It  the  thief  tuns 
Paw  rod  coutiuued  to  iuir«vAre,  he  is  no 


doubt  waiting  in  hopj  for   tlio  signal  to 
bo  given,  at   ths    sound   of  the    uext 

/trump,  for  him  to  leave  the  Spirit 
/  /  "world  and  re-enter  the  fleshly  taberna- 
cle, and  to  ascend  to  a  higher  degree 
of  felicity.  Jesus  Christ,  on  the  other 
baud,  departed  from  the  Spirit  world 
<m  the  third  day,  and  re-entered  his 
fleshly  tabernacle,  in  which  he  ascend- 
ed, and  was  crowned  at  the  right  hand 
of  the  Father.  Jesus  Chr  St,  then, 'and 
the  thi  f  on  the  cross,  have  not  dwelt 
together  in  the  same  kingdom  or  place 
for  this  eighteen  hundred  years,  nor 
have  we  proof  that  they  have  seen 
«ach   other  during  that  time. 

To  say  that  Jesus  Christ  dwells  in 
the  world  of  Spirits,  with  those  whose 
bodies  are  dead,  would  not  be  the 
truth.  He  is  not  ihere.  He  only 
pytail  there  until  the  third  day.  He 
then  returned  to  his  tabernacle,  and 
ministered  among  the  sons  of  earth  tor 
forty  days,  where  he  ate,  drank,  talked, 
preached,  reasoned  out  of  the  scrip- 
tures, commissioned,  commanded, 
blessed,  &c.  Why  did  he  do  this? 
Because  he  had  .ascended  on  high,  and 
been  crowned  with  all  power  in  heaven 
and  on  earth,  therefore  he  had  authori- 
ty to  do  all  these  things. 

So  much  then  for  that  wonderful 
question  that  has  been  asked  by  our 
Christian  neighbors,  so  many  thousand 
times,  in  the  abundance  of  their  char- 
ity for  those  who,  like  the  thief  on  the 
►  ross,  die  in  their  sins,  or  without, 
baptism  and  the  other  gospel  ordinan- 
ces. The  question  naturally  arises,  do 
all  the  pjopl  s  who  die  without  the 
Gospel  hear  it  as  soon  as  they  arrive 
in  the  world  of  spirits?  To  illustrate 
this,  let  us  look  at  the  dealings  of  God 
with  the  people  of  this  world.  "What 
ran  we  reason  but  from  what  we  know:" 
We  know  and  understand  the  things  of 
this  world,  in  some  degree,  because 
they  are  visible,  and  we  are  daily  con- 
versant with  them.  Do  a  1  the  people 
in  this  world  hear  the  gospel  as  soon 
as  they  are  capable  oi  understanding? 
No,  indeed,  but  very  few  in  compari- 
son, have  heard  it  at  all. 
jggAsk  the  poor  Lamanites  who  have 
with  their  fathers  before  them,  inhab- 
ited thesa  mountains  for  a  thous  nd 
years,  whether  they  have  ever  heard 
the  Gospel,  and  they  will  tell  you  nay. 
Hut  why  not?  Is  it  not  preached  on 
the  earth?     Tea,  verily,  but  the   earth 


is  wide,  and  circinnffirrrccv  diff  r  very 
greatly  anions  its  different  inhabitants. 

The  Jews  once  had  the  Gospel,  with 
its  Apostleship,  powers  and  blessings 
offered  unto  them,  but  they  rcjectd  it 
as  a  people,  and  for  this  reason  it  was 
taken  from  them,  and  thus  many  gen- 
erations of  them  have  been  born,  and 
have  lived  aud  died  without  it.  So 
with  the  gentiles,  and  so  with  the  La- 
manites. God  has  seen  proper  to  offer 
the  Gospel  with  its  priesthood  and 
powers,  in  different  ages  and  countries, 
but  it  has  been  as  often  rejected,  and 
therefore  withdrawn  from  the  earth. 
The  consequence  is  that  the  genera- 
tions of  men  have,  for  many  ages,  come 
and  gone  in  ignorance  of  its  principles, 
and  the  glorious  hopes  they  inspire. 

Now  these  blessings  would  have 
continued  on  the  earth,  and  would  have 
been  enjoyed  in  ail  the  ages  and  na- 
tions of  man.  but  for  the  agency  of  the 
people.  They  chose  their  own  forms 
of  government,  laws,  institutions,  re- 
ligions, ru'ers  and  priests,  instead  of 
yielding  to  the  influence  and  guidance 
of  the  chosen  vessels  of  the  Lord,  who 
were  appointed  to  instruct  and  govern 
them. 

Now,  how  are  they  situated  iu  the 
Spirit  world?  If  we  reason  from  anal- 
ogy, we  shou'd  at  once  conclude  that 
things  exist  there  after  the  same  pat- 
tern. 1  have  not  the  least  doubt  but 
there  are  spirits  there  who  have  dwelt 
there  a  thousand  years,  wlv  ,  if  we 
could  converse  with  them  face  to  face, 
wou  d  be  f  'iind  as  ignorant  of  the 
truths,  the  ordinances,  powers,  keys, 
priesthood,  resurrection  and  eternal  life 
of  the  body,  in  short,  as  i  n  rant  of  the 
fu  ness  of  the  Gospe  ,  with  its  hopes 
a«d  conso'ations,  as  is  the  Pope  of 
Rome,  or  the  Bishop  of  Canterbury,  or 
as  are  the  Chiefs  of  the  Indian  tribes 
of  Utah. 

And  why  this  ignorance  in  thej Spir- 
it world?  Because  a  portion  of  the 
inhabitants'thereof  are  found  unworthy 
of  the  consolations/if  the  Gospel,  unti 
the  fulness  of  time,  until  they  have 
suffered  in  hell,  in  the  dungeons  of 
darkness,  or  the  prisons  of  the  con- 
demned, amid  the  bufferings  of  fiends, 
and  malicious  and  lying  spirits.  As 
in  earth,  so  in  the  Spirit  world.  No 
spirit  can  enter  into  the  privileges  <  ■ 
the  Gospel,  until  the  keys  are  turned 
and  the  Gospel  openej  by\hose  in  a: 


thority,  lor  a  1  which  tjiciv  is  a  time, 
according  to  the  wise  dispensations  of 
justice  and  mercy. 

It  was  many,  many  centuries  before 
Christ  lived  m  the  flesh,  that  a  whole 
generation,  e  ght  souls  excepted,  were 
cut  off'  by  the  flood.  What  became  of 
them?  I  do  not  know  exactly  all  their 
history  in  the  Spirit  world.  But  this 
much  I  know— they  have  heard  the 
Gospel  from  the  lips  of  a  crucified  Re- 
deemer, and  have  the  privi  ege  or  be- 
in?  judged  according  to  men  in  the 
flesh.  As  these  persons  were  minis- 
tered to  by  Jesus  Christ,  after  he  had 
been  put  to  dea  h,  it  is  reasonable  to 
suppose  that  they  had  waited  all  that 
time,  without  the  knowledge  or  privi- 
leges of  the  gospel. 

How  long  did  they  wait?  You  may 
reckon  for  yourselves.  The  long  ages, 
centuries,  thousand-"  of  years  which  in- 
tervened between  the  flood  of  Noah 
and  the  death  of  Christ.  Oh!  the 
weariness,  the  tardy  movement  of  time! 
'he  lingering  ages  for  a  people  to  dwell 
in  "condemnation,  darkness,  ignorance 
and  despondency,  as  a  punishment  for 
their  sins.  For  they  had  been  filled 
with  violence  while  on  the  earth  in  the 
flesh,  and  had  rejected  the  p  eaching 
of  Noah,  and  the  Prophets  which  were 
before  him. 

Between  these  two  dispensations,  so 
distant  from  each  other  in  point  of 
time  they  were  ♦»  linger  without  hope, 
and  without  God,  in  the  Spirit  world; 
and  siuii  ar  has  been  the  fate  of  the 
poor  Jew,  the  miserable  Lamanite,  and 
many  others  in  the  flesh.  Between 
the  commission  and  ministry  ef  the 
Former  and  Latter-day-Saints,  and 
Apostles,  there  has  been  a  long  and 
dreary  night  of  darkness.  Some  fif- 
teen to  seventeen  centuries  have  passed 
away,  in  which  the  generations  ef  men 
have  lived  without  the  keys  oi  the  Gos- 
pel. 

Whether  in  the  flesh,  or  in  the 
Spirit  world,  is  this  not  hell  enough? 
Who  can  imagine  a  greater  heil  than 
that  before  our  eyes,  in  the  circumstan- 
ces rf   the    poor,    miserable,   degraded 


its  powers,  and  then  turned  away  and 
became  the  enemies  of  God,  and  <  f 
His  saints,  the  malicious  and  wilful 
opposers  of  that  which  they  knew  to 
be  true,  have  no  iorgiveness  in  this 
wor  d,  neither  in  the  Spirit  world, 
which  is  the  world  next  to  come. 
Such  apostates  seek,  in  all  dispensa- 
tions, to  bring  destruction  on  the  inno- 
cent, and  to  shed  innocent  blood,  or 
consent  thereto.  For  such,  I  a»aiu 
repeat,  I  know  no  forgiveness.  Their 
children,  who,  by  the  conduct  of  such 
fathers,  have  been  plunged  into  ignor 
am  e  and  misery  for  so  many  ages,  arn4 
have  lived  without  the  privileges  of  the 
tiospel,  will  look  down  upon  such  i» 
parentage  with  mimled  feelings  of 
horror,  contempt,  reproach,  and  pity, 
as  the  agents  who  plunged  their  pos- 
ter .ty  into  the  depths  of  misery  and 
woe. 

Think  of  those  swept  away  lythe 
flood  in  the  days  of  Noah.  Bid  hey 
wait  a  long  time  in  prison?  Forty 
years!  Oh!  what  a  time  to  be  impris- 
oned! What  do  you  say  t<»  a  hundred, 
a  thousand,  two  thousand,  three  or  four 
thousand  years  to  wa  t?  Without 
what?  Without  even  a  c  ear  idea  (  r 
h  petfa  resurrection  from  the  dead, 
without  the  broken  heart  beine  bound 
up,  the  captive  de!ivered,  or  the  door 
of  the  prison  opened.  Bid  not  they 
wait?  Yt  s  they  did,  until  Christ  was 
put  to  death  in  the  flesh. 

Now  what  would  have  been  the  r  - 
suit,  if  they  had  repented  while  in  the 
flesh  at  the  preaching  of  Noah?  Why, 
they  would  have  died  in  hope  of  a  g  •»- 
rious  resurrection,  and  would  have  en- 
joyed the  society  of  the  redeemed,  and 
.ived  in  happiness  in  the  Spirit  world, 
till  the  resurrection  <  t  the  son  of  God. 
'I  hen  they  wou  d  have  received  their 
bodies,  and  would  have  ascended  with 
him,  ;  mid  thrones,  principa  ities,  and 
powers}  in  heavenly  p  aces. 

I  wil  suppose,  in  the  Spirit  world, 
a  gnv  e  of  spirits  of  the  lowest  order, 
composed  of  murderers,  robbers,  thieves, 
adu  terers,  drunkards,  and  persons  ig- 
norant, uncultivated,  etc.,  who  are  in 
prison,  or  in  he!',  without  hope,  with- 
Indiau,  and  his  ancestors,  since  the  j  ,ut  God,  and  unworthy,  as  yet,  <  f  Cc-- 
keys  of  the  Gospel  were  taken  from  J  pe]  instruction.  Such  spirits,  if  they 
them  some  fifteen  hundred  years  ago?  j ^(^  <j  communicate,  wou  d [not  tell  you 
Those  who  had  the  Gospel  in  the  for-  ()f  tj,e resurrection,  q*  oi  any  <t  ih'o 
mer  dispensations,  and  were  made  par- 1  (;n>pe  truths,  for  they  know  nothing 
takers  <  f  its   spirit,    its  kn<  wledge  ai'd*.,^,,u(  [][Viu,     They  w<  uld    not  tell  von 


5il>oiit  I  on vi  ii  or  priesthood,  Ibr  in  til1 
I  heir  mcandcrin  B  in  the  word  of  Spir- 
its, they  have  nevar  been  privi  eged 
with  the  ministering  of  a  holy  Priest. 
If  they  should  tell  all  the  truth  they 
jMtssessed  they  could  net  tell  much. 

Take  another  (lass  of  spirits — pious, 
well  disp  Bed  men.;  for  instance,  the 
honest  Quaker,  Presbyterian,  or  other 
sectarian,  who,  although  honest,  and 
web  disposed,  had  not,  while  in  the 
flesh,  the  privi'e»e  of  the  Priesthood 
and  Cospe  .  They  believed  in  Jesus 
Christ,  but  died  in  ignorance  of  his  or- 
dinances,and  had  not  clear  conceptions 
of  his  doctrines,  and  of  the  resurrec- 
tion. They  expected  to  go  to  that 
place  cal  ed  heaven,  as  soon  as  they 
were  Head,  and  that  their  doom  w  u  d 
then  and  them  be  fixed,  w'tfout  any 
further  a  teratioh  or  preparation,  Sup- 
pose  they  shou  d  come  back,  with  lib- 
erty to  tell  all  they  know?  II ow  much 
light  could  wege.  fioni  them?  They 
could  only  tell  you  about  the  nature  of 
thing  in  the  world  in  whi<  h  they  live. 
And  even  tliat  world  you  cou  d  not 
comprehend,  by  their  'desuripti  n 
thereof,  any  more  than  you  can  de- 
o3ribe  colors  to  a  man  born  U  nd,  or 
.sounds  to  those  who  have  never  heard. 
What,  then,  could  you  pet  from 
them?  Why,  common  chit  chat,  in 
which  there  would  oe  a  mixture  of 
truth,  error,  and  mistakes,  in  mingled 
confusion;  all  their  communications 
would  beiray  the  same  want  of  c  ear 
and  logical  coneoptons,  and  sound 
sense  and  philosophy,  is  would  charac- 
terize the  same  class  of  Spirits  in  the 
flesh; 

Who,  then,  is  prepared  among  the 
s'  irits  in  the  Spirit  world,  to  commu- 
nicate the  truth  on  the  subject  of  salva- 
tion, to  guide  the  peop  e,  to  give  ad- 
vice, to  confer  <  onsolation,  to  hea1  the 
sick,  to  a'Jm  nis  er  joy,  and  gladness, 
and  bore  of  immortality  and  eternal 
lifp,  funded  on  manifest  truth? 

All  that  have  been  raised  from  ihe 
dea-',  and  clothed  with  immortality — 
a!l  that  !iavo  ascended  to  yonder  heav- 
ens, and  been  crowned  as  Kings  and 
Priests;  a  1  such  are  our  fel  ow  ser- 
vants, and  of  our  brethren  the  Proph- 
ets, who  have  the  testimony  of  Jesus; 
a*!  such  are  waiting  for  the  work  of 
Ood  among  their  posterity  upon  the 
earth.     TLcy   ctulJ  do  jure    .lad  tid- 


ings fw  were  only  pre,  aivd  to  com- 
mune with  them.  What  else?  Peter, 
James,  Joseph,  Ilyrum,  Father 
Smith, — any  or  all  of  those  ancient 
or  modem  Saints  who  have  departed 
this  life,  who  are  clothed  upon  with 
the  powers  of  the  eternal  Apostleship 
or  Priesthood;  who  have  gone  to  the 
world  of  Spirits,  not  to  sorrow,  but  as 
joyful  messengers,  bearing  gladStidings 
of  eternal  truth  to  the  spirits  in  prison 
— could  not  these  teach  us  good  things? 
Yes,  if  they  were  permitted  so  to  do. 

Put  suppose  all  .spirits  were  honest, 
and  aimed  at  truth,  yet  each  one  cou  d 
only  converse  of  the  things  he  is  privi- 
leged to  know,  or  comprehend,  or 
which  have  been  revealed  to  his  under- 
standing, or  brought  within  kthe  range 
of  his  intellect. 

If  this  be  the  case,  what  then  do  wo 
wish,  in  communicating  with  the  eter- 
nal world,  by  visions,  angels,  or  minis- 
tering spiri  s?  Why,  if  a  person  is 
sick,  they  would  like  to  be  visited, 
comforted  or  healed  by  an  angel  or 
spirit!  If  a  mantis  in  prison,  he  would 
like  an  ange  to  visit  him,  and  comfort 
or  deliver  him.  A  maul  shipwrecked 
would  like  to  be  initructed  in  the  way 
of  escape  for  himself  and  fellows  fr  m 
a  watery  grave.  In  case  of  extreme 
hunger  a  loaf  of  bread  brought  by  an 
angel  would  not  be  unacceptable.  ^ 

If  a  man  were  journeying  and  mur- 
derers were  lying  in  wait  for  him  in  a 
certain  road,  an  am>el  would  be  useful 
to  him  in  te  ling  him  of  the  circum- 
stance, and  to  take  another   road. 

If  a  man  were  journeying  to  j  reach 
the  Gost  el,  an  angel  would  be  useful 
to  tell  the  neighbors  of  his  high  an  I 
holy  calling,  as  in  rase  of  f  P.  ter  an  I 
Cornelius.  Or  would  you  not  like  to 
have  angels  all  around  you,  to  ^uar«l, 
guide,  and  aivise  you  in  every  emer- 
gency? 

The  Saints  would  like  to  enter  a 
holy  temtl  ,  and  have  the.r  President 
and  his  assistants  aominister  ior  their 
dea-*.  They  love  their  fathers, 
although  they  had  once  almost  forgot- 
ten them.  Our  fathers  have  forgotten 
to  hand  down  to  us  their  genealogy. 
They  have  not  felt  sufficient  interest 
to  transmit  to  us  their  names,  and  the 
time  ami  j  lace  of  birth,  and  in  many 
instances  they  h  ve  not  taught  us  w,  eu 
and  wh  re  ourselves  were  Urn,  tr  who 


Were  our  sranlfarcuts,  ftftq  t heir  an- 
cestry. Why  is  a  1  this?  It  is  be- 
cause of  that  veil  of  blindness  which  is 
cast  .over  the  earth,  because  there  has 
been  no  true  Church,  Priesthood,  or 
Patriarchal  Order,  no  holy  i  lace  for 
the  deposit  or  \  reservation  of  the  sa- 
cred arch,ves  of  autiquity,  no  knowl- 
edge of  the  eternal  kindred  ties,  rela- 
tionship, or  mutual  interests  of  eterni- 
ty. The  hearts  of  the  children  hid 
become  estranged  from  the  fathers,  and 
the  hearts  of  the  fathers  from  the  chil- 
dren, until  one  came  in  t>  e  spirit  and 
jower  of  Elijah,  to  turn  the  keys  of 
tl-ese  things,  to  open  communication 
between  worlds,  and  to  kindle  in  our 
bosoms  that  glow  of  eternal  affection 
which  lay  dormant. 

Suppose  our  temple  was  ready,  and 
we  should  enter  there  to  act  for  the 
dead,  'we  could  only  act  for  those  whose 
names  are  known  to  us.  And  these 
are  few  with  tt>e  most  of  us  Americans. 
And  why  is  f  is?  We  have  never  had 
time  to  look  to  the  heavens,  or  to  the 
j  ast  or  future,  so  busy  have  we  been 
with  the  things  of  the  earth.  We 
lave  hardly  had  time  to  think  of  our- 
selves, to  say  nothing  of  our  father* 

It  is  time  that  all  this  stupidity 
and  indifference  should  come  to  an 
end,  and  that  our  hearts  were  opened 
and  our  charittes  extended,  and  that 
our  bosoms  expanded,  M  reach  forth 
after  whom?  Those  whom  we  con- 
sider dead!  God  has  eondesceuded 
so  far  to  our  capacity,  as  to  speak  of 
our  fathers  as  if  they  were  dead,  al- 
though they  are  all  living  spirits,  and 
will  live  forever.  We  have  no  dead. 
Only  think  of  it!  Oar  fathers  are 
all  living,  thinkiDg,  active  agents;  we 
1-ave  only  been  taught  that  they  are 
dead!  Shall  I  speak  my  feelings, that 
I  had  on  yesterday,  while  we  were 
laying  these  corner  stones  of  thp  tem- 
pi*-?    Yes,  I  wilt  utter  them  if  lean. 

It  was  not  with  my  eyes  not  with 
the  power  of  actual  vision,  but  by 
wv  intellect,  by  the  natural  faculties 
inherent  in  man,  by  the  exercise  of 
my  reason,  upon  known  principles,  o«" 
bythejowerof  the  Spirit,  that  it 
appeared  to  me  that  Joseph  Smith, 
and  his  associate  Sp;rits,  the  Litter- 
day  Saints,  hovered  about  us  on  the 
brink  of  that  foundation,  and  with 
them  ail  the  angsls   and    ^p'jits  from 


the  other  world,  that  might  b»  per- 
mitted, or  that  were  not  too  busv 
elsewhere.  Why  should  I  thiuk  si ■? 
In  the  first  place,  what  el«e  on  this 
earth  have  they  to  be  interested 
about?  Where  would  their  eyes  be 
turned  in  the  wide  earth  if  not  cen- 
tred here?  Where  would  their  hearts 
and  affections  be,  if  they  cast  a  look 
or  a  thought  towards  the  dark  speck 
in  the  heavens  that  we  inhabit,  unless 
to  the  people  of  these  valleys  ar,d 
mountains?  Are  there  others  who 
have  the  kevs  for  the  redemption  of 
the  dead?  Is  any  one  else  preparing 
a  sanctuary  for  the  holy  conversation 
and  ministrations  pertaining  to  their 
exaltation?  No,  verily.  No  other 
people  have  opened  their  hearts  t'> 
conceive  ideas  so  grand.  No  other 
people  lave  their  sympathies  drawn 
out  to  such  an  extent  toward  the 
fathers. 

No.  If  you  go  from  this  p«opl<*, 
to  hear  the  doctrines  of  others,  you 
will  hear  the  doleful  sayincs — "Ab 
the  tree  falls,  30  it  lyeth.  A*  death 
loaves  you,  so  gudgment  will  tiod  you. 
There  is  no  work,  nor  device,  nor 
knowledge  in  the  grave,  ttc.  etc. 
There  is  no  change  after  death,  but 
you  are  fixed,  irretrievably  fixed,  f  >r 
all  eternity.  The  moment  the  breath 
leaves  the  body,  you  must  go  to  an 
extreme  of  heaven  or  of  hell,  thereto 
rtjoiee  with  Peter  on  thrones  of  pow» 
er,  in  the  presence  of  Jesus  Christ  in 
the  third  heavens,  or,  on  the  other 
hand,  to  roll  in  the  flames  of  hell, 
with  murderers  aud  devils.  Such 
are  the  doctrines  of  our  Sectarian 
brethren,  who  profess  to  believe  in 
Christ,  but  who  know  not  the  myste- 
ries of  godliness,  aud  the  boundless 
resources  of  eternal  charity,  and  ot 
that  mercy   which   endureth  forever. 

It  is  here  that  the  Spirit,  world 
would  look  with  an  intense  interest, 
it  is  here  that  the  nations  of  the  dead 
(if I  may  so  call  them,)  would  con- 
centrate their  hopes  of  ministration 
on  the  earth  in  their  behalf.  It  is 
here  that  the  countless  millious  of 
the  Spirit  world  would  look  for  the 
ordinances  of  n  d'mption,  so  tar  as 
they  have  been  e nliyhtened  by  the 
preaching  of  the  (J  'spe1,  since  the 
keys  of  the  former  dispensation  were 
taken  away  from  the  earth. 
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Wby,  if  they  looked  upon  the 
earth  at  all,  it  would  be  upon  those 
f '  >ruer  Stones  that  we  laid  yesterday. 
If  they  listened  at  all,  it  would  be  to 
hear  the  sounds  of  voices  and  iustru- 
nentH,  and  the  blending  of  sacred 
and  tuartial  music  in  honor  of  tbe 
rommencoment  of  a  temple  for  the 
redemption  of  the  dead.  With  what 
intensity  of  interest  did  they  listen  to 
the  songs  of  Ziont  and  witness  the 
fV'eliugs  of  their  friends.  They  were 
glad  to  behold  the  glittering  hayo- 
onet*nfthe  guards  around  the  Tem- 
ple ground,  and  they  longed  for  the 
day  when  there  would  be  a  thou««nd 
where  there  is  now  but  one.  Tisey 
wish  to  see  a  strong  people,  gathered 
and  united,  in  sufficient  power  to 
maintain  a  spot  on  earth  where  a  bap- 
'ismal  font  might  be  erected  for  the 
baptism  for  the  dead.  It  was  here 
that  all  'heir  expectations  were  cen- 
tred. What  cared  they  for  all  the 
golden  palaces,  marble  pavements,  or 
gilded  halls  of  state  on  earth?  What 
cared  they  for  all  the  splendor,  equi- 
jage,  titles,  and  empty  sounds  of  the 
>e!f-styled  great  of  this  world;  which 
all  pass  away  as  the  dew  of  the  morn- 
ing before  the  rising  sun?  What 
eared  they  for  the  struggles,  the  bat- 
t'es,  the  victories,  and  numerous  oth- 
er worldly  interests  that  vibrate  the 
bosoms  of  men  on  either  side?  None 
»f  these  things  would  interest  them. 
Their  into  rests  were  centred  here,  and 
thence  extended  to  the  wotk  of  God 
among  the  nations  of  the  earth. 

Did  Joseph,  in  the  Spirit  world, 
think  of  anything  else  yesterday  but 
the  doing*  of  his  brethren  on  the 
earth?  He  might  have  been  neco- 
sarily  employed,  and  so  busy  as  to  be 
«bliged  to  th'nk  of  other  things.  But 
if  I  w«re  to  judge  from  the  acquaint- 
ance I  bad  with  him  in  his  life,  and 
from  my  knowledge  of  the  spirit  of 
Priesthood,  I  would  suppose  him  to 
be  so  hurried  as  to  have  little  or  no 
ti-ne  to  east  an  eye  or  a  thought  af- 
t  r  his  friends  m  the  earth.  He  was 
always  busy  while  here,  and  so  are 
we.  The  spirit  of  our  holy  ordii.a- 
tion  ani  anointing  will  not  let  us 
rest.  The  spirit  of  his  calling  will 
never  suffer  him  to  rest,  while  Satan, 
sin,  death  or   darkness,    possesses    a 


foot  of»round  on  this  earth, — whil» 
the  spirit  world  contains  the  spirit 
of  one  of  his  friends,  or  the  grave 
holds  captive  oue  of  their  bodies,  he 
will  never  rest  or  slacken  his    labor*. 

You  might  ad  well  taik  of  Saul, 
King  of  Israel,  resting  while  Israel 
was  oppressed  by  the  Canaanites  or 
Philistines,  after  Samuel  had  anoint' 
ed  him  to  be  king.  At  first  he  wan 
like  another  man.  but  when  occasion 
called  into  action  the  energies  of  a 
king,  the  spirit  of  his  anointing 
came  upon  him.  He  slew  an  ox,  di- 
vided it  into  twelve  parts,  and  sent  a 
part  to  each  of  the  twelve  tribes  of 
Israel,  with  this  proclamation: — "So 
sn-li  it  be  done  to  the  ox  of  the  man 
who  will  not  no  me  up  to  the  help  of 
tbe  Lord  of  H^sts." 

Ye  Elders  of  Israel!  you  will  find 
that  there  is  a  spirit  upon  you  which 
will  urge  you  to  continued  exertion, 
and  will  never  suffer  you  to  feel  at 
ease  in  //ion  while  a  work  remains 
nnfinish^d  in  the  great  plan  of  the 
redemption  of  our  race.  It  will  in- 
spire the  Saints  to  build,  plant,  im- 
prove, cultivate,  make  the  desert 
fruitful,  in  short,  to  use  the  elements, 
send  missions  abroad,  build  up  States 
and  Kingdoms  and  Temples  at  hom<*, 
and  send  abroad  the  light  of  a  never- 
ending  day  to  every  people  and  na- 
tion of  the  globe. 

You  have  been  baptised,  you  have 
had  the  laying  on  of  hands,  and  soma 
have  bean  ordained,  and  some  anoin- 
ted with  a  holy  anointing,  A  spirit 
has  been  given  you;  and  you  will  find 
if  you  undertake  to  rest,  it  will  be 
the  hardest  work  you  ever  perform- 
ed. I  came  home  here  from  a  for- 
eign mission.  I  presented  myself  ta 
our  President,  aud  inquired  what  I 
should  do  next.     "Rest,"  said  he. 

If  I  had  been  set  to  turn  the  world 
over,  to  dig  down  a  mountain,  t»  go 
to  the  ends  of  the  earth,  or  traverse 
the  deserts  of  Arabia,  it  would  have 
been  easier  than  to  have  undertaken 
to  rest,  while  the  Priesthood  was 
upon  me.  I  have  received  the  holy 
anointing,  and  I  can  never  rest  till 
the  last  enemy  is  conquered,  death 
destroyed,  and  truth  reigns  trium- 
phant. Miy  God  bless  you  all. 
Aincu. 


